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Getting a handle on Biting 

Puppies 
 

Methods listed here may or may not be suitable for 

your puppy or to the training style you have chosen. 

 

Puppies play bite in play and they can bite very hard!  Because Great Dane puppies are 
going to be very big dogs, this is something you'll want to get a handle on very quickly.  It 
can take some time in challenging puppies and you may need to ask for behavioural 
assistance from a qualified individual. 
 
It is important that you do not take your puppy home until it is at least 8 weeks old because 
your puppy is learning bite inhibition from its litter mates.  This is where they bite each other 
and make each other squeal in order to know how hard is too hard. 
 
When you bring your puppy home (or later on during teething) it may start to bite you and it  
has to learn how hard is too hard or learn not to put its mouth on your skin at all, the choice 
is up to you. 
 
 
TOYS - Redirect the biting to something more appropriate 
Ideally you'll start with this method. Give the dog a toy.  Show them that a toy is appropriate 
to bite and chew not you. 
 
 
SQUEAL 
This is a very popular method whereby you squeal in pain when the puppy bites you.  This 
should tell the puppy that it has hurt you and it should be more careful. 
 
Great Danes were originally bred to hunt and the prey drive they required to do this is still 
present in some Danes today, so if you squeal and the puppy gets over-excited and bites 
you more, your Great Dane may have prey drive and this method of training is not suitable. 
 
 
IGNORE 
This method is very hard if a puppy is biting you and hurting you, however if you can act like 
a tree and freeze and not look at the dog or verbalise then the puppy will realise you're not 
fun in this game and will cease usually within 1-2 weeks or even less. 
 
As an alternative, you can praise the puppy as soon as it removes its mouth from you, using 
a clicker would be ideal to mark the millisecond this occurs. 
 

TIME OUTS 
If your puppy is people orientated, you can put the puppy outside or in a bedroom (it doesn’t 
sleep in) for a brief time out e.g.10 seconds.  Do it in a very unemotional way and don't 
speak.  When you let the puppy in don't say anything, just open the door and go on with 
what you were doing.  Do not use a crate for time outs, the crate should be a positive place. 
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WALK AWAY 
Make a disappointed sound such a HUMPH, push the puppy away (not too hard) and then 
simply stand up and walk away and go into another room and close the door for a minute. 
 
There are some puppies that will chase after you and bite the back of your legs if you try and 
walk away.  If your puppy does this then this method would not be suitable. 
 
 
SPRAY BOTTLE  
(Aversive method & not necessarily suitable for your puppy) 
Squirt the puppy in the face (avoiding its eyes) each time it places its mouth on you.  To be 
successful in this method you should not let the puppy know the water bottle exists 
otherwise they will only behave when you have the water bottle. 
 
If the puppy starts to enjoy the water you can put some lemon juice in it.  Be careful not to 
squirt the dog in the eyes - the lemon juice is used as a taste aversive only. 
 
 
 
DO NOT HIT / SMACK / BEAT A PUPPY 
You will simply lose the puppy’s trust and respect...leaders don't act like that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


