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Buying a Great Dane Puppy 
 

Written by June Hayles 

Great Dane Rescue & Re-homing QLD 

www.greatdanerescue.com.au 

 

 
 
Firstly, please do your RESEARCH. Refer to websites, word of mouth, visit the kennels of 
top winning dogs, and/or buy or borrow a good book on Great Danes from your library.  
 
This will give you a picture in your mind of what a good, sound Great Dane should look like. 
While a baby puppy will not fit this picture, the parents of the puppy should.  
 
 
There are many ‘dodgy’ breeders around, both backyard and registered 
[Reference:  Backyard Breeder is referred to a BYB and in this instance it refers to a 
person/s who are not registered breeders with their states canine council and breeds 
whichever dog/s they have in their backyard generally for money and without completing any 
health / genetic testing.]  
 
Ask questions. A serious registered breeder will show their dogs – their aim is to better the 
breed and they want their breeding stock assessed. If they are just producing litter after litter 
without showing their dogs or show average quality dogs, look elsewhere!!!  
 
Backyard Breeders may be cheaper initially, but chances are they did not undertake proper 
health testing before breeding their dogs or do not know how to rear giant breed puppies 
correctly, so you could be paying out $1,000s in the not-too-distant future.  
 
A puppy that is not raised the right way or who is from a questionable breeding can suffer 
problems throughout its life.  
 
 
When you are looking for a puppy, seeing them in person is best and it is important not to 
be distracted by how cute they are!  
 
Things to look for are:  

Good: Clear eyes; a shiny coat and nice wet nose, a solid, big boned puppy with a 

strong rear and topline; a nice Croup, not too steep, whilst puppies sleep a 

lot, when they are awake, they should be playful, interacting with other 

puppies and full of energy. 

Avoid:  Discharge or ‘gunk’ in the corners of the eyes; loose red, sore looking Haws 

(gives the dog a sad eye appearance), rashes, hives or bald patches; a big 

round-worm burdened stomach, listless hunched up. 
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If the breeder is only interested in how much money you have and doesn’t ask about 
your experience with puppies, where the pup will live, your daily routines and any other 
animals or children you might have, and provide you with a maintenance, exercise and 
feeding sheet, worming and vaccination records and any other information you might need to 
raise a happy, healthy puppy, plus the promise of their support and back up if needed, RUN!!  
 
This is not the sort of breeder you want to enter into a relationship with. 
 
An ideal relationship is ongoing where the breeder looks forward to hearing from you and the 
progress your puppy is making, and where you know you can go, at any time, for help and 
advice should something seem not quite right. 
 
 
This checklist is just to give you an idea of some things to look out for but is not a 
guarantee that it will identify everything.  
 
 
It all comes back to the first point; it is really important to do your research and make a 
careful planned decision and not a spontaneous or ill-considered decision. 
 
 
Visit: www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/community/great-dane.asp  
To find a list of Registered Breeders, see puppies currently available, mature Great Danes 
available and profiles of Australian + NZ Great Dane show dogs. 
 
Visit: www.greatdanes.net.au/litters.htm  

To view the number of Registered Litters in Australia per Breeder per year. 
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Puppy Prices 

 
They can come as a shock to those who haven't purchased a 

pedigreed Great Dane before! 

 

 

 

A pedigreed Great Dane will generally cost you between:  $1,000.00 - $2,500.00. 
 
 
When you are buying a Pedigree Great Dane from an 'Ethical' and Registered Breeder 
you are 'typically' buying: 
 

• Proof without any doubt that your puppy is actually a purebred 
• History of the line 
• Predictability of breed traits 
• Health tested breeding stock 
• A healthy and sound dog 
• A puppy that is the result of many years of selective breeding 
• Sound temperament 
• Support from the breeder for the life of the puppy 

 
 
There are Registered Breeders that are not ethical, and may operate similar to your average 
Backyard Breeder or Puppy Farmer, however research and the use of an overview / 
checklist will help you weed out the good from the not so good. 
 
When you purchase a cheap Dane puppy you should ask yourself whether taking the 
cheaper route is going to cost you more in the long run in terms of health and temperament. 
 
Does the $ amount equate to the quality of the puppy?  Use your overview / checklist to 
see if the money you're spending is worth it or is it a new Breeder with unproven lines, not 
health checked and not in the show ring who wants to charge you $2,500.00 +? 
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Puppy Buying Overview / Checklist 
 

These are simply some questions to prompt you to think further about whether this is a 

Breeder you are comfortable dealing with and if their morals and ethics are in-line with your 

own.  It is important you don’t interrogate Breeders with such questions.  It is advisable you 

get to know one another on the phone and then you can start politely asking such questions. 

   
 

 

   Is the Breeder a Registered Breeder that will give you Pedigree 
Papers? 

 

     
   Does the Breeder health screen their breeding stock?  See the 

'Health Concerns' section of the guide for more information. 
 

     
  

 
 

Does the Breeder compete with their dogs in the show ring? 
 

     
   Do the Breeder's dogs have stable temperaments?  Neither nervy, 

highly strung nor over the top nor aggressive in any way. 
 

     
  

 
 

Why does the Breeder breed? 
 

     
   How long has the Breeder been breeding Great Danes?  Do they 

have a mentor? 
 

     
   How many litters do they have per year?  Is the answer something 

that you're comfortable with? 
 

     
  

 
 

How / where do their Breeding stock live? 
 

     
  

 
 

Do they look well loved and looked after? 
 

     
   If you need to re-home a Dane you purchased from them how will 

they assist you? 
 

     
   Did the Breeder thoroughly screen you?  Do they appear to care 

where their puppies go? 
 

     
  

 
 

How much is the puppy?   
 

     
  

 
 

Have you asked other Breeders / Dane Owners about this Breeder? 
 

     
   Will the Breeder reimburse you or refund you if something is wrong 

with the puppy e.g. Wobblers, DCM, Allergic Skin Disease etc ? 
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The Great Dane Breed Standard 
What Breeders should aim to breed. 

 

 

 

"A breed standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament, 

and appearance of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function with soundness 

essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be mindful of features which could be 

detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed."  

 
General Appearance 
Very muscular, strongly though elegantly built, with look of dash and daring, of being ready 
to go anywhere and do anything. Head and neck carried high, tail in line with back, or slightly 
upwards, but never curled over hindquarters. Elegance of outline and grace of form most 
essential.  
 
 
Characteristics 
Alert expression, powerful, majestic action displaying dignity.  
 
 
Temperament 
Kindly without nervousness, friendly and outgoing.  
 
 

Head and Skull 

Head, taken altogether, gives idea of great length and strength of jaw. Muzzle or foreface 

broad, skull proportionately narrow, so that whole head when viewed from above and in 

front, has appearance of equal breadth throughout.  

Length of head in proportion to height of dog. Length from nose to point between eyes about 

equal or preferably of greater length than from this point to back of occiput. Skull flat, slight 

indentation running up centre, occipital peak not prominent.  

Decided rise or brow over the eyes but no abrupt stop between them; face well chiselled, 

well filled in below eyes with no appearance of being pinched: foreface long, of equal depth 

throughout.  

Cheeks showing as little lumpiness as possible, compatible with strength. Underline of head, 

viewed in profile, runs almost in a straight line from corner of lip to corner of jawbone, 

allowing for fold of lip, but with no loose skin hanging down. Bridge of nose very wide, with 

slight ridge where cartilage joins bone (this is a characteristic of breed). Nostrils large, wide 

and open, giving blunt look to nose. Lips hang squarely in front, forming right-angle with 

upper line of foreface. 
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Eyes 
Fairly deep set, not giving the appearance of being round, of medium size and preferably 
dark. Wall or odd eyes permissible in Harlequins.  
 
Note:  Wall Eyes are when a dog has an eye/eyes that are not all one colour, the eye may be half Blue and the other half may 
be Amber.  Odd Eyes one Blue eye and one Brown or Amber eye. 
 

 
Ears  
Triangular, medium size, set high on skull and folded forward, not pendulous.  
 
Mouth  
Teeth level. Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. the upper 
teeth closely overlapping the lower teeth and set square to the jaws.  
 
Neck 
Neck long, well arched, quite clean and free from loose skin, held well up, well set in 
shoulders, junction of head and neck well defined.  
 
Forequarters 
Shoulders muscular, not loaded, well sloped back, with elbows well under body. Forelegs 
perfectly straight with big flat bone.  
 
Body 
Very deep, brisket reaching elbow, ribs well sprung, belly well drawn up. Back and loins 
strong, latter slightly arched.  
 
Hindquarters 
Extremely muscular, giving strength and galloping power. Second thigh long and well 
developed, good turn of stifle, hocks set low, turning neither in nor out.  
 
Feet 
Cat-like, turning neither in nor out. Toes well arched and close, nails strong and 
curved. Nails preferably dark in all coat colours, except harlequins, where light are 
permissible.  
 
Tail 
Thick at the root, tapering towards end, reaching to or just below hocks. Carried in straight 
line level with back, when dog is moving, slightly curved towards end, but never curling or 
carried over back.  
 
Gait / Movement 
Action lithe, springy and free, covering ground well. Hocks move freely with driving action, 
head carried high.  
 
Coat 
Short dense and sleek looking, never inclined to roughness.  
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Colour 
 
Brindles 
Must be striped, ground colour from lightest buff to deepest orange, stripes always black, 
eyes and nails preferably dark, dark shadings on head and ears acceptable.  
 
Fawns 
Colour varies from lightest buff to deepest orange, dark shadings on head and ears 
acceptable, eyes and nails preferably dark. 
 
Blues 
Colour varies from light grey to deep slate, the nose and eyes may be blue.  
 
Blacks 
Black is Black.  
 
 
In all above colours white is only permissible on chest and feet, but it is not desirable even 
there. Nose always black, except in blues and harlequins. Eyes and nails preferably dark.  
 
 
Mantle  
Black and white with a solid, black blanket extending over the body. Ideally- black skull with 
white muzzle, white blaze optional, whole white collar preferred, a white chest, white on part 
or whole of the forelegs and hind legs, white tipped black tail. Nose always black, eyes and 
nails preferably dark.  
 
Harlequins 
Pure white underground with preferably all black patches or all blue patches, having 
appearance of being torn. Light nails permissible. In harlequins, wall eyes, pink noses, or 
butterfly noses permissible but not desirable. 
 
 
Size of the Great Dane 
 
Height:   
Adult Dogs:    76 cms (30 ins) over eighteen months  
Adult Bitches:    71 cms (28 ins) over eighteen months  
 
Weight:  
Minimum Adult Dogs   54 kg (120 lbs) over eighteen months  
Adult Bitches    46 kg (100 lbs) over eighteen months  
 
 
Faults  
Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness 
with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree.  
 
Note 

Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum. 
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What should your Great Dane puppy look like? 
There is no perfect Great Dane, however Breeders should breed with the standard in mind. 
 
 

Used with permission, thank you Jill Evans who originally drew these in the 1980's and updated them 

for us in 2011. 
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The Anatomy of a Great Dane
Getting to the bare bones of the Dane.  

The Anatomy of a Great Dane 
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A visual representation of the Breed Standard 
Reprinted with permission of the Great Dane Club of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOVE IS A GREAT DANE! 
 

16 
 

 

 

 

Note:  In Australia, we do not crop ears. 
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The 6 Accepted Great Dane Colours / Patterns 
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Other Colours / Patterns 
 

There is a huge spectrum of colours and patterns that Great Danes can come in, although 

there are only 6 Recognised / Accepted Great Dane Colours / Patterns.   The Merle, Merle 

Mantle, Merle-a-quin & Whites are normal and expected results of Harlequin Breeding 

programs.  The remaining / other colours and patterns (e.g. Fawn-a-quin) occur when 

Breeders cross-colour breeds or uses dogs that carry other colours in their genetic make-up. 

 
 
The Taboos of Cross Colour Breeding 
Cross-colour breeding is generally frowned upon as it is typically conducted by Breeders 
who are trying to get 'unique' colours/patterns to sell for a lot of money to an unsuspecting 
member of the public who thinks some colours/patterns are 'rare' and 'sought after' (which is 
not the case) OR by a novice Breeder who doesn't yet understand colour genetics. 
 
 
Ethical Reasons to Cross Colour / Pattern Breed 
Occasionally ethical Registered Great Dane Breeders will cross-colour breed if they have a 
specific goal to work towards which will improve the breed. 
 
For example if a Harlequin Great Dane lacks something that (for example) a Fawn has, then 
the Breeder may introduce a Fawn into their breeding program to achieve that goal. 
 
However, when you mish-mash colours future matings using the off-spring can be 
unpredictable and you may end up with non-recognised colours / mismarks. 
 
A Harlequin Breeder no more wants a Fawn in their litter than a Fawn Breeder wants a 
Harlequin in their litter. 
 
[Explanation:  The reason for this is that Breeders are not only aiming to breed healthy well 
conformed puppies but they are aiming for recognized colours, when you add Fawn into a 
Harlequin breeding program you could end up producing Fawn-a-quins which is not a 
recognised colour which means you cannot breed from that dog which would be such a 
shame if the dog has everything else going for it.] 
 
 
Reasons to avoid Cross Colour Breeding 
If Cross colour Breeding becomes the norm in a Breeder’s breeding program or the Breed in 
general then they / we may / will lose the 6 Recognised colours over time, they will simply be 
bred away, so we may no longer see these again. 
 
 
Throw backs 
Even when Breeders don't cross-colour breed they can get genetic throw backs that can 

certainly be a surprise! 

[Explanation:  For example, if a Harlequin and Black mated and they produced 5 Black 

puppies and 1 Fawn puppy the Fawn puppy would be the surprise, however because there 

is Fawn in the line (perhaps 6 generations back) this ‘throw back’ is possible.] 
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The Merle Great Dane 
 

A very normal result of Harlequin breeding programs. 

 

 

 

Although the Merle or Merle Mantle Great Dane is not a registered / recognised colour 
it is a very normal result of Harlequin breeding programs and a very common colour / 
pattern. 
 
The Merle has never been allowed in the show ring in Australia, however it was once 
allowed to be used in breeding programs. 
 
Since the rule change in recent years, Breeders can only breed from recognised colours, 
therefore the Merle Great Dane is no longer allowed to be bred from which is a true shame 
for the Breed as this colour / pattern is very important to Harlequin Breeding programs.   
 
As of 2011, Australian Great Dane Breed Clubs were campaigning to have the Merle 
allowed back into breeding programs and maybe one day we'll see them in the show ring. 
 
Because the Merle Great Dane is not a recognised colour, it cannot be shown in the show 
ring or bred.  It is therefore sold for much less than registered colours; many Breeders sell 
Merles for around $1,200.00. 
 
Some Harlequin Breeders list Merles as Harlequins on their Pedigree papers to get around 
the problem of not being able to breed them.  Not only is this against the rules it means that 
the future Breeders won't be able to plan Breeding correctly due to incorrectly labelled 
colours on the Pedigree. 
 
If a controlling body learns that a Merle has whelped a litter labeled as a Harlequin, the 

offspring may have their Pedigree papers revoked. 
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Whites & lightly marked Harlequins + 

mismarks 
Used with Permission: JP Yousha (Geneticist & Great Dane Breeder) 

Full Article available at: www.chromadane.com/colordisease.htm 

 
White or very lightly marked Harlequins / Merle-a-quins appear in Harlequin breeding 
programs from time to time. 
 
You may have the opportunity to bring one of these dogs into your family.  Before you do, it 
is important that you conduct your own research before you commit. 
 
Homozygous (MM) "double merle" or "white" Danes are usually deaf and may suffer from a 
variety of skin problems and eye anomalies, all associated with the general lack of pigment 
that results when the dog has two "doses" of the merle gene.  
 
This association is directly related to the lack of pigment, rather than having an absolutely 
straight-line association with the Merle allele.  
 
Any harlequin or merle (Mm) animal with the pigment severely reduced (less than 15% 
pigmented as a rule of thumb), or any animal lacking head pigment may very well also suffer 
from any of the problems listed below.  
 
 
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH PREDOMINATELY WHITE DOGS: 
 
1.  Congenital CATARACTS associated with micropthalmia. Blinding disorder. 
 
2.  Persistent pupillary membrane. Can be blinding & is a disfiguring eye defect. 
 
3.  Tapetal hypoplasia. Lack of reflective lens. Can cause night blindness. 
 
4.  Convergent stabismus. Cross-eyed-affects vision. 
 
5.  Enopthalmia-recessed eyes-can lead to chronic infection. 
 
6.  Micropthalmia-tiny eyeballs--often lead to total blindness & most have very poor  
 sight from the start. Removal of the eyeball may be necessary. 
 
7.  Medial canthal syndrome--when (commonly) associated with 5 & / or 6-leads to  

 chronic infection & blindness. 

8.  Heterochromia iridis/hypochromia iridis-lack of iris pigment-causes blue eyes & is 

associated with deafness & can be associated with other eye defects in 

predominately white dogs. 

9.  Colomboma(ta). "Notched" irises & other eye structures which fail to develop properly 

& close on the suture lines due to the action of the Merle gene. Leads to various 

defects of vision & even collapse of the eye structure. 
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10.  Merle deafness--develops in the first month of life & is permanent & often debilitating 
to proper social development of the dog as usually bilateral. Testable by no later than 
6 weeks--associated often with other less apparent defects. Euthanasia is generally 
recommended. 
 

11.  Piebald deafness--is present normally by 4-8 wks. & bilateral deafness can only be 
objectively confirmed by a BAER test. When bilateral, euthanasia is generally 
recommended. 
 

12.  Demodicosis. Immune-mediated hair follicle mange. There appears to be an 
 increased incidence in reported in predominantly white pups. 
 
13.  Atopic dermatitis. Inherited allergies. There appears to be an increased incidence in 

reported in predominately white dogs. 
 

14.  Skin cancer. Increased incidence is reported in predominately white dogs due to the 
lack of protecting pigment (melanin) from UV (sunray) exposure. Sunburn also 
occurs often in dogs lacking pigment & this can lead to tumours / cancer. 
 

15.  Follicular dysplasia. A hair / coat problem of broken & dull hairs & "pimply" infection 
with a high incidence in white coated (& other dilute coloured) dogs. 
 

16.  Photo-induced epilepsy. Seizure activity has been reported in white (double merle) 
Danes thought to be associated with subtle eye structure defects.  
 

17.  Sterility & reduced fertility. Increased incidence in mostly white pups. Quite obviously 
lowered reproductive success is generally expected with a bitch that cannot hear (or 
see) her whelps, and a deaf or blind stud dog presents obvious challenges of 
management as well. 
 

18.  Multiple congenital defects. White pups may have a variety of organ defects which 
arise only as they grow & first may only be seen (if seen when young at all) as a 
failure to thrive & keep up with the size, weight & activity level of the other pups, but 
later result in multiple health problems for the dog.  

 
 
Social instability & inadequacy 
Dogs with sensory defects commonly are unable to interact with their own species or with 

humans with full & satisfactory success. Such pups may well be identified, isolated & treated 

as different right from the start by the dam & the other littermates.  

Many develop poorly, fail to adapt & have multiple problems coping with normal daily 

activities; they are often described as "shy" or "'spooky" & the bite incidence for such 

animals is high.  

Some are "picked on," many have trouble with normal events, especially those involving 

more than the immediate family (the vet, boarding, etc.), while others need another pet 

constantly with them to cope with the world at large & suffer tremendously when this animal 

is not near them.  

Death by automobile is a common end for such dogs, but many unfortunately are simply 

given up to rescue when they become too huge a burden for the family who bought them as 

a pup. Many will never be placed due to their poor social skills. 
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Health Concerns 
 

Great Danes in Australia are generally a healthy breed, 

however there are some conditions seen in Great Danes that 

you will want to be aware of. 

 

 
 
Ideally your Great Dane puppy will come from health tested breeding stock, however 
health testing is not the be-all to avoiding health problems in any breed - the most common 
health concerns in Great Danes cannot be tested for, therefore a Breeder’s experience and 
knowledge / honesty of their lines is what is relied upon. 
 
As a puppy buyer it will also be your responsibility to research as much as possible, ask your 
Breeder questions, see other dogs from the same line, ask around etc. 
 
In your search for a Breeder you may come across a Breeder that does conduct the 
following health tests: 
 
• Hip & Elbow Scoring 
 
• Thyroid test 
 
• Heart Disease test 
 
In the case where a Breeder does not health test you will need to rely on the Breeder’s 
experience and knowledge & honesty of their lines.  If they are a fairly new Breeder they 
ideally will have an experienced Mentor who will guide them through their Breeding journey 
and you could ask to speak with them as well. 
 
You can always ask a Breeder why they have opted not carry out testing, and see if 
you are comfortable with their answer. 
 
If a Breeder tells you they do not test because they do not have that particular problem in 
their line that very well could be true, however in saying that there are some conditions that 
are not obvious to the eye. 
 
Hip & Elbow Dysplasia: even very dysplastic dogs can walk and run as normal for many 
years before the problem becomes obvious, therefore pre-breeding screening such as Hip & 
Elbow Scoring will help the Breeder determine if that particular dog has any problems and if 
they would like to use that dog in their Breeding program. 
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Bloat 
 
(A painful distending and twisting of the stomach) isn't seen as often I Australia as it is in 
America,however is a great concern for all Great Dane Owners, especially those with dogs 
5+ years of age. Bloat is a critical condition that affects Great Danes and results rapidly in 
death if not quickly addressed.  As of 2011 there is no concrete evidence as to what can 
cause Bloat, however there are some general precautions many Dane owners take that 
many believe act as a preventative which may include:  
 
 

• Provide meals and water from a shoulder height position, (although one study of 50 
Great Danes said this method increased the risk).  

 
• Do not exercise the dog within an hour (before or after) meals.  

 
• Avoid boarding kennels where possible (stress). 

 
• If a dog eats quickly, slow them down with a Scoff Stopper® bowl or put their meals 

into Treat Balls. 
 

• If you see them spending a long time at the water bowl or gulping, guide them away 
from it.  

 
 
Testing 
While there is no guarantee, the afore-mentioned should help reduce the risk. There is no 
genetic test for bloat however there appears to be an increased risk for Danes whose 
parents and / or siblings have suffered the condition.  
 
It is recommended you speak to your Breeder about the bloat / torsion that they have 
experienced in their lines.  
 
Once a dog bloats, it is likely to do so again at some stage in the future. 
 
 

Thyroid:  
Hypothyroidism can cause a variety of medical problems, and has been linked to auto-
immune disorders.  
 
Testing 
The condition is diagnosed with blood screening called a T4.  If the dog is suspected of 
having a problem there is a full Thyroid test available at the Hemopet Lab in America. 
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Hip/Elbow Dysplasia:  
 
Hip Dysplasia is a poly-genetic hereditary disease which can cause pain and lameness - 
even to the point of being crippling. X-raying the Dam & Sire is recommended to ensure only 
suitable breeding stock is used.   It is possible for a Dam & Sire with good hips & elbows to 
produce offspring with dysplasia. 
 
Many Breeders recommend minimal exercise for Great Dane puppies whilst in their critical 
growth period (1-12 months) to prevent what is commonly referred to as environmental 
HD/ED.  
 
Providing ramps instead of stairs and helping a dog in and out of the vehicle while it is still 
developing is ideal. 
 
Puppies can be a bundle of energy, be careful of how they are using this energy.  Tearing 
around at a million miles an hour and sliding/falling over can add to joint problems later on. 
 
Letting puppy jump on and off furniture such as sofa's and beds as well as in and out of cars 
also puts unnecessary pressure on their joints. 
 
Testing 
It is recommended that you ask your Breeder if they hip & elbow score their breeding stock 
and if so, what were the results.  You can find out more about scoring here: 
http://www.greatdanes.net.au/scores.htm 
 
 

Dilated Cardiomyopathy (DCM):  
DCM is a heartbreaking condition affecting the heart which typically affects young dogs in 
their prime. There is no genetic testing available at this time however ethical Breeders will 
not use a dog from a line which has had known DCM. 
 
Testing 
There are heart clinics held throughout Australia which some Breeders will have their 
breeding stock screened at.  Screening should occur annually. 
 
Ideally breeding stock will have some form of testing.  There are a number of different tests 
available, from blood tests that show Heart Disease markers all the way through to colour 
Dopplers.   
 
Heart testing available to Breeders will only show how the Heart is on that particular day and 
this is why some Breeders do not feel Heart testing is worthwhile.  As a puppy buyer you 
need to decide how worthwhile you feel this test is. 
 
 

Ocular disease (Eyes):  
A breeding dog should be certified to be free of apparent heritable ocular disease based 
upon examination by a Veterinary Ophthalmologist. The dog must be re-examined and re-
certified every 12 months.  Ocular disease is rare in Australia in Great Danes, therefore it 
would be unlikely for Breeders to test for these conditions unless they have experienced a 
problem. 
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Wobblers: 
Wobblers disease is a condition of the cervical vertebrae that causes an unsteady (wobbly) 
gait and weakness, it is typically a genetic condition however the mode of inheritance is 
unknown and there is no genetic test at this stage. Wobblers in rare instances can be due to 
an accident.  If you are informed by a Breeder that there is a case or cases of accident 
induced Wobblers in the lines you are advised to investigate/research further.  
 
The term ‘Wobblers disease’ refers to a number of different conditions of the cervical (neck) 
spinal column that all cause similar symptoms. These conditions may include malformation 
of the vertebrae, intervertebral disc protrusion, and disease of the interspinal ligaments, 
ligamenta flava , and articular facets of the vertebrae.  
 
Wobblers disease is also known as cervical vertebral instability, cervical 
spondylomyelopathy (CSM), and cervical vertebral malformation (CVM). In dogs, the 
disease is most common in large breeds, especially Great Danes. 
 
Ask your Breeder if they have had any Wobblers before or Neurological problems as 
Wobblers can only be 100% diagnosed with a risky and expensive procedure and therefore 
some Wobblers go undiagnosed and are labeled Neurological problems.  
 
Testing 
There is currently no genetic test for Wobblers; however ethical breeders will not breed a 
dog from lines known to have Wobblers. This condition is considered uncommon although 
not unheard of in Australia.  
 
 

Von Willebrand's Disease: 
Von Willebrand's Disease is a bleeding disorder (similar to Hemophilia in people), and is 
diagnosed via blood screening. This condition is rare in Australia.  
 
Testing 
There is a genetic test for this condition, however because this condition is considered rare 
in Australia it would be unlikely Breeders here would conduct this test unless a problem has 
actually come up in their line.  
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Skin Disorders 
 
Allergies / Skin issues:  Allergies are the result of an overactive immune system that 
releases histamines in its effort to rid the body of foreign proteins from pollen, dust mites, 
trees, grass, household dust, dander, and many other materials. 
 
Atopic allergies are believed to have a genetic component so you will want to ask your 
Breeder if they have seen any skin issues, if so what was the condition, how did it affect the 
dog, how is it treated and often has this problem been seen in dogs from their lines. 
 
Some people may talk about a dog 2 or 3 generations back that used to itch when it was on 
certain grasses or who reacted to chicken, these are allergies and need to be considered 
when looking at potential offspring.  
 
There are legitimate hormone related skin problems e.g a bitch may have skin issues 
occur around her heat cycle and then clear up afterwards etc.  Thyroid problems can also be 
a cause of skin issues. 
 
There is some evidence that already sensitive dogs can be affected by allergies due to 
vaccination.  Your Breeder will be able to tell you if there is a vaccination sensitivity in their 
line.  
 
Some people may deny the genetic component to allergic skin disease as perhaps only 
one puppy in the litter has allergies, however genetics don’t affect every offspring just like 
one child in a family of 6 may need glasses and the others do not.  
 
Allergies can be an expensive and heartbreaking condition; some dogs have minor seasonal 
flares ups where others suffer all year round and have to be on medication to have quality of 
life. 
 
Skin Allergies / Skin Conditions are more easily seen on mostly White dogs as you can see 
the pink skin through the white hair.  Some believe Harlequins are more at risk of skin issues 
due to the pigmentation. 
 
Dogs with skin issues can also suffer from digestion issues their whole lives and may require 
supplementation of digestive enzymes.  
 
 
Avoid purchasing a dog whose parents have noticeable skin problems such as pink / 
red skin, dull brittle coat, skin scabs, smell of yeast (smell like corn chips), scratched skin 
from where the dog has been scratching a lot, hair loss etc, and avoid purchasing a puppy 
that has noticeably pink skin.   
 
Allergic Skin Disease can start as young as baby puppies and in some cases not until a dog 
is 2 years of age and sometimes even older. 
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The Great Dane Eye & Eyelid Disorders 
Used with Permission: Harlequin Haven Great Dane Rescue, USA. 

 
The Almond Eye is ‘Correct’, deviations from the Almond eye may come with health issues, 

eyelid disorders are not rare in the Great Dane Breed and is something that you should look 

for especially in the Dam & Sire of a puppy you are interested in purchasing. 

 

 

There are several eyelid disorders in dogs. Entropian 
(rolling inwards), and ectropian (drooping or rolling 
outward) are the most common. Although they are 
abnormal eyelid conformations, they are characteristic 
of many breeds. For example, droopy lower eyelids 
(ectropion) are usually present in Basset hounds and 
other hound breeds. Shar Peis and Chow Chows, in 
which breeding selection has been made for numerous 
facial wrinkles, has led to turning in of the eyelids (both 
upper and lower in many cases).  

Ectropian, unless very pronounced, does not lead to 
severe diseases of the eye itself. However, the droopy 
eyelid may collect debris such as dust, pollen and plant 
material from the environment. This can cause ocular 
irritation that leads to watering and a red eye. This is 
particularly pronounced in hunting dogs or dogs that are 
outdoors much of the time. Dogs that have ectropion 
must be watched carefully by their owners for possible 
foreign bodies in their eyes, and the dogs' eyes must be 
cleaned and often medicated on a regular basis. 
Ectropian is also surgically correctable for the health of 
the dog.  

Entropion on the other hand frequently causes ocular 
pain and corneal disease. If the eyelid is rolled inward 

 
sufficiently so that the hairs of the eyelid rub on the eye, much damage may be done. Dogs 
with entropion usually squint and have watery eyes. If the entropion is not corrected and the 
rubbing continues, ulcers often develop on the cornea and the cornea becomes pigmented. 
Vision may be lost.  
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Entropian is a very painful disorder for the dog, requiring delicate surgery to prevent eye 
damage. With an Entropian eye, the eyelids may roll in as early as 8 - 10 weeks or could roll 
in between 4 to 6 months, however this can occur even when the dog is a year of age or 
older.  

Most commonly, Entropian starts as Intermittent Entropian (with the eyelids sometimes 
positioned normally), advances to Entropian, and requires surgery. Either upper or lower lids 
may be involved, or a combination of both. Most often both eyes are affected.  

Permanent treatment for entropion requires a surgical procedure to remove a narrow 
segment of skin and muscle from the eyelid with stitches used to evert the eyelid to a normal 
position. The sutures are removed in 2 weeks. In breeds where entropion is accompanied by 
heavy face folds, or in cases where surgery is necessary before a dog is fully mature, it is 
not unusual for more than one surgical procedure to be required.  

Entropion and ectropion are hereditary disorders in many breeds. But, their mode of 
inheritance is complex. No one gene controls the development of eyelid conformation. 
Instead, it is a combination of genes that control eyelid size and shape, depth of the eye 
socket, size and shape of the eyes, head conformation and amount of facial skin. All of these 
genes work together to determine the relationship of the eyelids to the eye.  

If an eyelid conformation defect is to be eliminated, only those dogs without 
Entropion or Ectropin should be bred. 
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Breed History 
 

What the Great Dane was bred to do. 

 

 

The history of Great Dane is not a one version story. Some argue the breed evolved 
primarily in Britain over several hundred years, while others say the Germans did all of the 
work. So the history of Great Dane depends on which version you listen to! 
 
The Great Dane first appears about 3000BC. We see Dane-like dogs in carvings on 
Egyptian monuments built around this time. Fast forward 3400 years to the 5th century, 
when present day Europe was invaded by the Alanis, an Asiatic race, who brought giant 
mastiff dogs with them. Over the next several hundred years, it is surmised that these 
mastiff- like dogs were cross bred with Irish Greyhounds, producing a giant but slimmer 
breed than a pure mastiff. 
 
It is also possible that these large mastiff dogs were brought to Europe by the Romans. Over 
several hundred years the Celts cross bred these giants with either Greyhound or Irish Wolf 
Hound (or perhaps both). This effort led to the development of the "English Dogge", which 
some say is the ancestor to the modern Great Dane. 
 
It is probably true that both versions of Great Dane history are accurate and contributed to 
the beautiful animals we now enjoy, but certainly, the Germans deserve most of the credit for 
the development of the breed as we know it today. By the 16th century, these giant dogs 
were fairly common as boar hounds in both Britain and the Germanic states. The Germans 
did import a large number of these "English dogges" for cross breeding with their own 
version as they worked to develop the perfect boar hunter for their own needs. 
 
But here the history of the Great Dane takes another twist. Boar hounds were not cuddly 
stoic dogs. European wild boar were very dangerous and hunting them required a fast, 
strong and aggressive dog. And that's what had been developed. But it was also realized, 
that a dog of this size could be an excellent guard dog - although in order to fulfil this 
function something would have to be done to make it more people friendly (Territorial but 
friendly to family and known people). And so over the 18th and 19th centuries, German dog 
breeders concentrated on evolving their boar hound into a breed of good temperament and 
friendliness. 
 

The Germans continued to document and develop the breed and in 1880 breeders and dog 

judges (dog shows and dogs were huge in Germany then as now) met and agreed that this 

German breed was now distinctly different from the English mastiffs and formally declared 

the "Deutsche doggen". 

In 1891, the Great Dane Club of Germany was formed (still called Deutsche doggen or 
German Dog club) and the modern day standard was adopted. Eight years later, the Great 
Dane Club of America was founded in Chicago and the Dane was officially recognized in 
North America. 
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So why is a dog breed that has never had anything to do with Denmark named a Great 
Dane? 
Another little twist in Great Dane history. In the early 1700's, a French naturalist, Compte de 
Buffon first saw these dogs while travelling in Denmark. He labeled this breed "le Grande 
Danois" or Great Dane. For some reason, the name stuck - although only in English. (The 
Germans continued to refer to this breed as the "Deutsche doggen".) So, although Denmark 
has absolutely no part to play in the story of the history of Great Danes, the dog is 
nevertheless tied to it albeit in name only. 
 
Great Danes War Service? 
Given the size of the Great Dane, many people seem to think the Great Dane’s war service 
is a rich history in andof itself, but this is simply not true. There were large Bloodhounds 
used by both sides in the American Civil War (there is some evidence these animals were a 
cross between a Cuban Mastiff and the Great Dane), but the truth is, despite their 
intimidating size, Great Danes don't make good soldiers. 
 
The army and the marines tried Great Danes during World War II but none of them passed 
basic training! On one notable occasion, an army drill sergeant was moved to tears of 
frustration as he tried to train a Dane to jump over an obstacle. Instead of jumping as he was 
supposed to, the Dane kept running up to the obstacle, putting the entire thing in its mouth 
and proudly bringing it back to the trainer! 
 
But there have been some famous Danes associated with the military. One was even 
enrolled in the British Royal Navy! During World War II, the British Naval Garrison in Cape 
Town South Africa submitted all the necessary paperwork to enroll their mascot Great Dane 
into the Royal Navy. 
 
Listed as Christian name Bone and Surname ‘Crusher’, this Dane made himself comfortable 
in several different naval establishments in the area. He wasn't just good for local morale - 
he was also used extensively in the production of postcards that were used to raise funds for 
the war effort! He died in 1944 and received a quasi military funeral! 
 
And as a final note about the history of the Great Dane, there have been several famous 
Danes or Danes associated with famous people. The founder of modern day Germany, Otto 
von Bismarck always had Danes beside him. General Cornwallis brought his "English dogs" 
on campaign with him during the American War of Independence (he lost!). Buffalo Bill Cody 
always had his black Dane "Turk" with him and Manfred von Richtofen, the famous Red 
Baron, is said to have taken his Dane "Moritz" up for a couple of flights! And of course, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a Dane lover and always had several nearby. 
 
The entertainment industry has also made Great Danes famous. Brad Anderson's famous 
cartoon is centered around a Great Dane named Marmaduke - who hasn't seen that? Every 
baby boomer and beyond grew up watching Scooby-Doo solve mysteries during Saturday 
morning cartoon hour! And in animated movies, Oliver and Company (1988) is centered 
around a Dane, as is the classic All Dogs Go to Heaven (1989). It seems that the Great 
Dane’s history is colourful, interesting and is still being made! 
 
 
Reference: www.about-great-danes.com/history-of-great-dane.html 
 

 

 


