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Escaping 
 
 
Keeping your dog safe. 

Dogs escape for different reasons, ranging from separation 
anxiety through to “just because they can”. 
 
 
 
 

 
Apart from addressing your dog’s Separation Anxiety (see the page in this guide on the 
subject) you'll need to implement methods to prevent your dog from escaping. 
 
Re-homing an escape artist is not always a suitable solution as they will typically still escape 
from their new home.  Most shelters will not re-home escape artists due to legal liabilities. 
 
 
Provide Suitable Fencing 
Suitable fencing for Great Danes is an individual thing.  Some Great Danes have no interest 
in jumping out, however when considering suitable fencing you will need to keep in mind the 
height of the Dane when they stand up i.e. if they are 6 foot tall, 5 foot fencing generally is 
not going to be ideal. 
 
As a general rule you will want to use fencing that dogs cannot get a foot hold on as this 
makes it easy for them to scale fences.  Colourbond fencing is a good choice. 
 
 
Extend your fence 
If your dog is jumping your current fence you can extend your fence upwards with trellis that 
you can purchase from Bunnings / hardware stores which is generally an affordable option. 
 
 
Dog Run with Roof 
A Dog Run / Pen with a roof will keep your dog safe. Sometimes this will be your last resort.  
Some people do not like the thought of keeping their dog in a pen all day, however in reality 
you need to keep your dog safe and also keep in mind dogs do tend to sleep through part of 
the day so if you provide enough enrichment your dog should be happy enough.   
 
The Dog Run / Pen should be of an appropriate size for a Great Dane.  If you Google 'Dog 
Run' 'Dog Pen' you will be shown results for companies who make and sell these items.   
 
You can expect to pay anywhere from $500.00 (2nd hand) to $2,000.00 + (new).   You may 
even like to consider making your own. 
 
You can do it more affordably by purchasing temporary fencing panels for around $40-$70 
per panel. 
 
Also check www.ebay.com.au 
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Ping String 
Ping String is an electronically charged tape that farms can use to make temporarypaddocks 
for their stock.  
 
Dogs generally only need to touch the tape 2 or 3 times before they learn not to go near it.   
 
You can place Ping String on stakes half a metre in front of the fence the dog is escaping 
over or near where the dog is placing their feet when climbing the fence.   
 
Ping Fencing will cost you approx. $100-$200 depending on the area you need to cover. 
 
Check your State’s laws, as sometimes local agencies do not permit dogs to be contained by 

electric fencing. 

 

Innnotek Invisible Zones Collar 
These collars can be used inside and out.  They are cheaper than the containment systems, 
however they only work in small areas.   
 
The dog wears a collar that is a receiver and you place a unit where the dog is escaping.  
You can tell the unit how far away from it you want the dog to be. 
 
They are ideal for keeping dogs away from the front door, out of the kitchen and out of the 
kid’s room, and for outside you can use them to keep them away from gates or sections of 
the fence where they get over.   
 
Purchase from: www.discountdogfence.com.au 
 
 
Containment Systems 
This is another system is where the dog wears a collar that is a receiver.  When the dog 
goes near the underground wire (boundary line) it will give the dog a warning tone to tell the 
dog to back up, and if the dog continues forward it will receive an electronic stimulation from 
the collar.   
 
Although expensive e.g. approx $500+ it is one of the most successful systems to prevent 
dogs from escaping and is legal in all states of Australia.   
 
Purchase from: www.k9pro.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


