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Socialisation with other Dogs 
 

The importance of having a Great Dane who is comfortable around other dogs. 
 
 

Many new Great Dane owners are afraid to 
socialise their puppies for fear that their puppy may 
get injured or over exercise.  Both are valid 
concerns.   
 
Socialisation should only ever be done with 
trusted dogs that are safe and gentle with 
puppies. 
 
You'll want to avoid boisterous dogs not only 
because they can seriously injure a fragile growing 
Dane puppy but also because they are bad role 
models to your puppy.   
 
If you do not know anyone with safe dogs, you may 

like to join online dog communities such as Dogz Online and ask for play dates in your area 
with safe dogs: www.dolforums.com.au or one of the many Great Dane Facebook Groups 
such as Aussie Danes, Danes Down Under and Great Dane Rescue and Re-homing 
Australia. 
 
Dog parks are not always a safe place to socialise your puppy.  If you insist on visiting dog 
parks, make sure the parks you visit have a good reputation e.g. dog-savvy owners and also 
ensure your puppy is fully vaccinated. 
 
It will be your job to protect your puppy from being bowled over, getting over stimulated, 
over-exercising potential attacks by strange dogs - as you can see there are many things to 
think about and worry about at dog parks.  You may be best to leave them until your dog is 
older and past their fear periods. 
 
Dog parks can create a high value for other dogs in your own dog.  This means that your 
dog could find dogs more fun than you which could mean your dog won't come when called 
or can get over-stimulated and play up on walks when they see other dogs.   
 
Not socialising your dog could mean you end up with a fearful dog who doesn't know 
how to interact with other dogs and could respond with aggression.  You need to find 
the balance. 
 
Having controlled play dates means you can control the interaction.  You can turn it into a 
training session by calling your dog out of play throughout the date and rewarding your dog 
for coming.   
 
You will also have the opportunity to rest your dog before they get over-stimulated, allow 
your puppy to nap if need-be and control how much exercise they are getting.  Puppies will 
over-do it and it's our job to monitor them. 
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Socialisation with Small Dogs 
 

Great Danes need to understand their size as many smaller dogs will be threatened by them 

and react in an aggressive manner. 

 

While socialising your puppy with other dogs, it is 
important to also socialise them with smaller dogs so 
that your puppy understands how to appropriately 
interact with them. 
 
It may be difficult to find smaller dogs who are not 
intimidated by a larger dog, so this is why it is important 
to do when they are baby puppies and around the same 
size as small dogs. 

 
Teach your Dane puppy/dog to 'drop' and reward them for staying in a down position while 
smaller dogs say hello. 
 
Don't allow smaller dogs to act aggressively or crawl/jump on/over your dog as it is 
reasonable to expect that your dog is going to tell the smaller dog off sooner or later, and he 
may very well injure it. 
 
Small dogs are often fluffy with fluffy tails that can be very tempting play toys for young Dane 
puppies, so be mindful of this potential accident waiting to happen. 
 
 
Prey Drive 
Keep in mind that Great Danes were originally bred to hunt and therefore prey drive is a 
natural instinct still seen in many Danes today.  This means that they may instinctively chase 
small dogs and accidentally injure them or worse.   
 
Be sure to know if your dog has prey drive and to what extent, and do not put your Dane in a 
situation where they can 'go into drive' and injure an animal. 
 
If your dog injures/kills another dog (even accidentally) and the owner of that dog reports 
your dog, your dog could end up with a 'Dangerous Dog' tag which comes with a lot of 
restrictions for you and your dog. 
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Socialisation to Environments 
 

The importance of having a Great Dane who is comfortable in 

different environments with different noises, objects and 

people. 

 

 

 

It is important to get your puppy out into the big wide world to experience as much as they 
can in their critical imprint periods. 
 
If your puppy is not fully vaccinated you can still take your puppy out by carrying it or placing 
it on a blanket so its feet do not touch the ground (speak to your Vet and/or Breeder). 
 
A puppy that does not experience the world can be shy and nervous for the rest of their lives 
and in some cases can become fear aggressive, 
 
 
Places you may like to take your puppy: 
 
 • Schools 

• Shopping Centre’s 
• Sporting Games 
• Agility Trials 
• Dog Shows 
• Obedience Trials 
• Family & Friends’ houses 
• Puppy School 
• Playgrounds 
• Train Stations 
• Fast Food Outlets 
• Vet Clinics (ask your Vet before you go in-case a Parvo case has been in) 
• Bus Stations 
• Taxi Ranks 

 
 
You should be aiming to expose your puppy to all the sights and sounds it will likely 
experience at some point in its adult life. 
 
 

 

 

 


